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EINARRATIVE

Narrative

The Town of New Marlborough is situated on uneven and hilly terrain on an
elevated plateau in the southern Berkshires. It was one of the four towns
established by the Great and General Court to settle and protect the
wilderness trail that was the single route at the time from the lower
Housatonic Valley to the Connecticut Valley and Boston. The territory of
New Marlborough was granted as the six-mile square Township #2 in 1735.

The surveys of the town were completed in 1737 and the proprietors bought
the land the town is on from the Indians for 300 English pounds, a greater
sum "than ever paid by other proprietors", as they complained to the
General Court. There were 63 original home lots laid out in a "compact and
defensible form", one for each of the two ministers expected in the new
town, one for a school and one each for the grantees. The grantees were
required to put down 40 Sterling pounds to secure their grant. The first
settler, Benjamin Wheeler, built his house in 1739 and the first children
born in town were twins, a daughter and son for Mr. and Mrs. Brookins. The
town meeting of 1774 in New Marlborough gave staunch support to the
principles of liberty and inalienable rights which would later be embodied
in the Constitution of the new country. By 1759 there were enough settlers
to secure formal incorporation of the town.

New Marlborough contains a part of scenic Lake Buel, on which a steamboat
ran in the 19th century, Campbell's Falls where the Whiting River pours
down an 80' drop, and Tipping Rock. The Rock, a huge 40-ton boulder left
behind by retreating glaciers in the ice-age, balances so delicately that
one finger can tilt a weight that a bulldozer couldn't move. The town is
1400' above sea level offering cool, fresh mountain air to folk from the
city. The town had a number of summer visitors in the 19th century, but
its character of a summer resort probably begins formally in 1878 when I.M.
Tuttle took over the abandoned buildings of the South Berkshire Institute
and began hosting summer boarders, some of whom stayed through the fall. A
guide to the Berkshires in 1889 describes the foliage in the autumn as a
"wonderful, flaming, shading, rioting of color."

Despite its tourist industry, the town was basically an manufacturing
village with grist and cider mills, box factory and the Sheffield Clay

Works providing clay for the three major paper mills in town. Stage lines
went through town bringing prosperity until the railroad usurped the
traffic.

Modern New Marlborough has a well preserved village center clustered around

its central green and is more of a residential and rural center than an

industrial one.

(Seal supplied by community. Narrative compiled from historical materials)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Southwestern Massachusetts, bordered by Monterey on the north; Sandisfield on
the east; Norfolk and North Canaan, Connecticut, on the south; Sheffield on the
west; and Great Barrington on the northwest. New Marlborough is 28 miles south
of Pittsfield, 47 miles west of Springfield, and 136 miles southwest of Boston.

Total Area: 47.89 sq. miles
Land Area: 47.20 sq. miles
Population: 1,240
Density: 26 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Great Barrington Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 20.1°F
Normal temperature in July........ 68.1°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 44.8"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

South Sandisfield, Ashley Falls, Monterey, Great Barrington

Regional Planning Agency

Berkshire County

Metropolitan Statistical Area
(1993 Definition)
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (413) 229-8116
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Executive Assistant
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1759

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 775
Democrats 115 14.8
Republicans 150 19.4
Other parties 0 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 510 65.8

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Mew Marlborough town, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

[For information on corfidentiality pratection, nonsampling errar, and definitions, see text]
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units

in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 0
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 0
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts

['TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

New Marlborough is situated in Berkshire County, a region of hills and low
mountains that widen to create the Berkshire Valley in the south. The major
cities and towns are linked together by U.S. Route 7. North Adams and
Pittsfield are major points of entry for rail freight into Massachusetts,
and the region has several commercial airports.

Major Highways
The principal highway is State Route 57, which runs NW-SE between Great
Barrington and Springfield.

Rail
Freight service is available from the Hoosetonic Railroad, which has public
delivery tracks in Sheffield and in Canaan, Connecticut.

Bus

New Marlborough is not affiliated with a regional transit authority.

Other

The Great Barrington Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is easily
accessible. It has a 2,579'x 50' asphalt runway. Instrument approaches
available: Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
None
Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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